
Exercise: 1

   As the number of beaver decreased, most of the mountain men gave up their traps. They had to find other jobs
and other ways of life. Because they knew the land so well, and because they loved to be outdoors, many be-
came guides. Mountain men guided the wagon trains of immigrants over the Oregon Trail. They protected them,
and acted as interpreters.

Some mountain men took land and became farmers. Others settled in the new towns of the west. There they
went into businesses and the professions. Several served in the legislatures of the new territories and states. As
mountain men, they had blazed the trails that brought other people west. In their new lives, they went on to help
build Idaho - and America.

Instructions: Use the Atlas, the internet and your library to answer the questions below.

1. What was the mountain man’s rendezvous?

2. What were some of the places they were held?

3. Why was the rendezvous in Pierre’s Hole in 1832 of special interest?

4. What did the mountain men do after most of the beaver were gone?

5. Pretend you went to a mountain man’s rendezvous. Write a short story about what you saw and did there.
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